Sutton Coldfield Philharmonic Society

Leonard Schreiber/Birmingham Philharmonic Orchestra
On Monday evening a near-capacity audience was treated to an exceptionally fine concert, the first in the Society’s present season, at Sutton Coldfield Town Hall.

The Orchestra, expertly conducted by Michael Lloyd and led by Ivor McGregor, began with a noble and thoughtful performance of Beethoven’s Fidelio Overture, followed by the same composer’s Violin Concerto. 

The soloist was up-and-coming Belgian violinist, Leonard Schreiber, who at only 21 years of age already has an impressive track record on the international circuit. He proved to be an unassuming yet confident musician, playing with an assured, calm and relaxed manner, and looking as though he was enjoying every note.

In the first movement the violin emerged from the orchestra almost imperceptibly, continuing in similar vein in a subtly understated manner until the cadenza, which was masterful, note-perfect and carried off with an astonishing display of bravura.
The slow movement was very moving, with a hushed intensity and some beautiful pianissimo playing, whereas in the third movement Schreiber played with panache and assurance, concluding with a fitting sense of heroic drive.
Even with firm support from the orchestra, Schreiber was always in command of the ensemble, and he was never overpowered in the balance between soloist and accompaniment. 

All in all, this was a world-class performance from both soloist and orchestra, one which is sure to linger long in the memory of all those who were present.
Perhaps predictably after such an exhilarating performance, the orchestra struggled to reach the same heights in their second half rendition of Sibelius’ Second Symphony.
However, Michael Lloyd’s interpretation was compelling and more than compensated for the occasional ragged entry, with the orchestra fully regaining its authority in a powerful final movement which ended in blazing intensity.
Philip Bellshaw

